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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
 
Dear Students and parents 
 
The 2010 Senior Subject Selection booklet outlines the subjects available to you for next year and 
future years.  It gives information about the qualifications you can work towards and about how 
subjects lead into those that can be taken in subsequent years. 
 
The decisions you make today will impact on your future so it is important to consider them carefully.  
We strongly recommend that you take the time to plan your whole course of study for Years 11 – 13, 
so that you know where you are heading and what you must do to get there.  It is also important that 
you understand what qualification you may gain from each of your chosen subjects. 
 
Gather as much information as you can and discuss the options with your parents/caregivers.  There 
are also a number of people at school who can offer you invaluable advice.  These include your 
subject teachers, dean, careers advisor, or a member of the senior management team. 
 
This information will be extremely valuable.  
 
We look forward to assisting you in making appropriate subject choices that move you along your 
chosen pathway for the future. 
 
 
 
 
Steve Beck 
ACTING PRINCIPAL 

 

  



GUIDELINES FOR SENIOR SUBJECT SELECTION 2010 
 
YEAR 11 STUDENTS 

 MUST TAKE 6 subjects (3 compulsory and 3 of choice) 

 Compulsory subjects are: English, Mathematics and Science  
 
YEAR 12 STUDENTS 

 MUST TAKE 6 subjects  

 English is recommended for those looking at University and some tertiary study. 
 
YEAR 13 STUDENTS 

 MUST TAKE 5 subjects 

 No compulsory subjects 

 Students considering tertiary study must ensure that the course selected meets the tertiary 
entry requirements 

 

GUIDANCE FOR COURSE SELECTION 
 

Ability + Interest  +    Occupation = Subject choice 
 

How good are 
you at a 
subject? 

 
What do you 

enjoy? 

 
If you don‟t know what you want 
to be, keep your options open by 

not specialising too soon 

 

 

 Plan your course selection through to the end of your secondary schooling You must be 
checking the recommended entry requirements needed at the next level to ensure you will be 
eligible for entry into courses you wish to take in later years 

 Remember that Mathematics and Sciences beyond Level 1 are often basic requirements for 
many careers 

 Check that you have the necessary pre-requisites for university studies or specific tertiary and 
training courses 

 Research shows that the two main influences on subject choice are: 
o What subjects your friends are taking 
o Who is teaching a particular subject 

  Neither of these should influence your subject choice, as your friends may not be in the same 
class as you next year and no one yet knows who will be teaching specific 2010 subjects  

 CONCENTRATE ON WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR FUTURE 

 Discuss your proposed course selection with: 
o Your parents/caregivers 
o Your teachers  
o Your Dean 
o Senior Management 

 

SUBJECT SELECTION INTERVIEWS 
 

During term four of 2009 all students intending to study at year 11 and above and their 
parents/caregivers will be required to arrange a meeting with senior staff to discuss course selection 
for the 2010 school year. Students will need to work through the Subject Choice – Action Plan prior to 
this meeting and it is advisable that parent/caregivers assist in this process. The intention of these 
meetings is to provide direction and support to students and parents prior to the end of the academic 
year. 

  



QUALIFICATIONS IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL 
 
NATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT - NCEA 
To complete an NCEA certificate, students must earn credits.  They attain credits by meeting 
standards in their chosen subject areas.  Some standards will be assessed internally by the 
school and others will be assessed nationally in external examinations.  Credits may be gained 
by achieving either through Achievement Standards or Unit Standards. 
 
ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS 
These may be achieved internally or externally.  Achievement standards are designed so that 
satisfactory work is awarded an “Achieve” grade, good work receives a “Merit” grade and 
outstanding work receives an “Excellence” grade.  These grades indicate how well a student has 
performed, but do not alter the number of credits gained for that standard. 
 
UNIT STANDARDS 
These are all internally assessed and credits gained may count towards various National 
Certificates and NCEA.  They differ from Achievement Standards in that they can only be 
achieved.  There are no “merit” or “excellence” grades available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATE ENDORSEMENT 

 Students are able to achieve Level 1, 2 or 3 NCEA with Merit or Excellence Certificate 
Endorsements – this is recognition of consistently high achievement across subjects. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Students can accumulate Merits and Excellences over more than one year and any 
entitled endorsement of a previous NCEA certificate will be awarded.  

 

  

 Level 1 
 

  

  

80 Credits 
Including 

- 8 literacy 
- 8 numeracy 

  
plus 20  

credits at 

any level  

  
  
  
  
  
   

60 Credits at 

Level 2 or 
above 

  

  

Level 2 
  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
  

 80 Credits at 
Level 2 

OR 

  

Level 3 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

80 Credits at 

Level 3 
OR 

  
plus 20  

credits at 

 level 2 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

60 Credits at 

Level 3 or 
above 

Level 1 - 80 Credits at any level, 
including 8 in literacy (English or 
Te Reo) and 8 in numeracy 
(Mathematics). 
  
  Level 2 - 80 Credits at level 2 
 or a minimum of 60 credits at 
level 2 or above and 20 credits 
at any other level. 

Level 3 - 80 credits at level 3 
or a minimum of 60 credits at 
level 3 or above and 20 credits 
at level 2. 

Merit Endorsement at Level 1, 2 or 3 

50 Credits at Merit or Excellence at the level of endorsement 

Excellent Endorsement at Level 1, 2 or 3 

50 credits at Excellence at the level of endorsement 

Requirements for NCEA 
Certificates 



OTHER NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 There are many National Certificates, National Diplomas and other qualifications.  Credits 
gained at school for Levels 1, 2 and 3, together with those from further study and the 
workplace can be used towards these certificates and diplomas 

 To gain a National Certificate you must have a specified number of credits, usually 
gained over 2 years 

 
NEW ZEALAND SCHOLARSHIP 

 Scholarship is a monetary award to recognise top Level 3 students   

 It does not earn credits towards a qualification, but does appear on a student‟s Record of 
Achievement   

 Scholarship in each subject can be gained at two levels, either „Scholarship‟ or 
„Outstanding Performance‟   

 The content assessed in each subject is the same as that covered in the Level 3 
Achievement Standards   

 Candidates may enter scholarship in one or more subjects and this decision is made mid-
way through the year   

 Students interested in scholarship should discuss it with their teachers early in the year 

 
ENTRANCE TO UNIVERSITY 

To qualify for University Entrance through NCEA students need to achieve the following 
 

 14 Level 3 credits in each of TWO subjects from the approved subject list 

 14 Level 3 credits from any other one or two subjects 

 14 credits in Mathematics at Level 1 or higher 

 8 credits in English at Level 2 or higher (4 must be reading and 4 must be writing) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 Each university may have additional requirements for entry to specific courses.  It is 
advisable to see the Careers Advisor, or contact the University directly to check 
requirements 

 
Approved University Entrance Subject List: 
 
Accounting English Painting 
Art History French Photography 
Biology Geography Physical Education 
Chemistry Graphics Physics 
Chinese Health Printmaking 
Classical Studies History Science 
Computer Studies Horticulture Social Studies 
Design Art Japanese Statistics with Modelling 
Desktop Publishing Mathematics with Calculus Te Reo Maori 
Drama Media Studies Technology 
Economics Music Studies  

 

Subject ONE 
14 Level 3 credits  

Subject TWO 
14 Level 3 credits  

14 Level 3 credits 
From any other TWO subjects  

14 Level 1 or above credits 
In Mathematics 

8 Level 2 credits or above in English 
4 credits in Reading, 4 credits in Writing  

University Entrance Requirements 



  

Level One 
NCEA 



English - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An ability to read and write at Level 6 

of the National Curriculum and 

complete homework on time.  

A complete course of text study and writing as well as oral 

and visual presenting. This course suits students who are 

independent readers and writers and enables students to 

complete the 8 credit Level 1 literacy requirements. Path ways English is a necessary skill for any 

pathway.   

 

Additional Costs 
$20 book & revision cards 

Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Mathematics - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Satisfactory achievement in the Year 

10 assessments 

A course with an emphasis on algebra. Also covering 

graphing, number, trigonometry, statistics and probability. 

This course is designed for students to improve their algebra 

skills with a view to perhaps advancing as far as Level 3 

Mathematics. A scientific calculator is essential. 

Path ways Level 2 Maths, Level 3 Maths, 

university entrance, polytechnic 

entrance, vocational training. 

 

Additional Costs 
$15 homework book 

Out of Class Activities 

None 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Science - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

None This course enables you to gain an understanding of the world 

in which we live and how it works. Topics include biology, 

chemistry, geology, physics and astronomy. 

A practical investigation and research topic are carried out. 
Path ways Leads to Level 1 Human Biology, 

Level 2 Science, Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics  

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Physical Education - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended  

entry  requirement 

Positive Levels of participation and 

social responsibility in junior physical 

education classes. 

Covers practical, coaching/leadership and theoretical 

components of physical activity. Practicals may include 

volleyball, basketball, squash, badminton, tennis, touch and 

other team sports. Also workouts eg circuits, plyometrics, 

weight training. Theory topics include attitude to sport and 

recreation, issues in sport, anatomy, response to exercise and 

science applied to sport. 

Path ways Senior physical and outdoor education, 

university entrance and industry 

training opportunities.  

Additional Costs 

Nil 
Out of Class Activities 

Use of local facilities and resources 
Assessment 

 Internal: yes 

 

External: no 

 

 

Geography - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

None To develop an understanding of the physical environment in 

which we live. Logical and accurate use of geographic 

techniques and geographic ideas. Studies will be local (coastal 

erosion and dairy farming), NZ (mining and natural disasters), 

SW Pacific and world-wide. 

Path ways Leads to Level 2 Geography 

 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

Class based field trips 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

  



History - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

None To develop the ability to enter imaginatively into events of the 

past. Look at and understand major trends and conflicts in the 

20th century and in NZ society and to define problems and 

gather, process and present information.   
Path ways Level 2 History and tertiary study 

 

 

Additional Costs 

Nil 
Out of Class Activities 

Nil 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Visual Arts - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Year 10 Art preferred 

Interest and Aptitude  

Consists of 4 units: research, drawing, folio study and an 

extension unit into another medium.  All work produced has 

an element of being directed by the student based on standard 

practice and with consultation with staff. 
Path ways University  Entrance 

Industry training opportunities 

Additional Costs 

Transport costs 
Out of Class Activities 

Visiting galleries and museums 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  Yes 

 

 

Hospitality - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in food preparation and 

presentation 

Students will develop skills and knowledge in food 

preparation, food presentation, safe food handling, food 

service and the hospitality industry.  
Path ways Career in the Hospitality Industry 

 

Additional Costs 

Materials 
Out of Class Activities 

Field trips when appropriate 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: No 

 

 

Technology - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in design and making 

products 

This course covers both hard and soft materials. 

Students will design and make  innovative products that meet 

real needs. They will develop skills and knowledge by 

working with a variety of materials, equipment and processes. 
Path ways Level 1 ï 3 study 

Careers in range of Trades and 

Industries. 

Additional Costs 

Materials 
Out of Class Activities 

Field trips when appropriate 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Graphics - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in design. During this course students will develop skills and knowledge 

of freehand sketching, orthographic drawing, pictorial 

drawing, model making in response to media, architectural, 

environmental and technological design briefs. 
Path ways Level 1 ï 3 study 

Tertiary Study 

Careers in Design 

Additional Costs 

No 
Out of Class Activities 

No 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

  



 

Information Management - Level 1-2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in computers and their uses Information management is a course that covers a broad range 

of computing and basic business administration skills. Use of 

core computer applications, software packages, hardware, 

problem solving and design for publication. 
Path ways Level  1- 3 study 

Most career paths necessitate training 

in the use of computers. 

Additional Costs 

No 
Out of Class Activities 

No 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  Yes 

 

 

Horticulture - Level 1 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in plants and their 

propagation 

This course is an introduction to the basics of horticulture. 

Students are required to undertake practical work as they learn 

about plant science and ways that plant growth is manipulated 

to improve production. Students investigate care and 

maintenance of plants, vegetable production, soil science and 

landscape design. 

Path ways Leads to Level 2 Horticulture 

 

 

Additional Costs 

Possible 
Out of Class Activities 

By negotiation 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

  



 

  

Level Two 
NCEA 



English - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

12 credits from Level 1 including merit 

in some external Exams.  Proven 

ability in managing self/ homework. 

This course is an academic course which focuses on the 

analysis of literature and producing well-crafted creative and 

formal writing. It is essential for students intending to study 

any humanities courses at university. It allows students to 

complete the literacy requirements for University Entrance. 
Path ways Anyone thinking of taking up further 

education of any type beyond Level 

two.  

Additional Costs 
$20 book & revision cards 

Out of Class Activities 

None 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

Mathematics - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

14  credits from Level 1 including 

merit in algebra and graphing. These 

18 credits do not include those gained 

from unit standards 8489, 8490, 8491 

or 8492. 

This is an academic course and is predominantly algebra 

based. Topics studied include algebra, graphing, calculus, 

probability, coordinate geometry, sequences and trigonometry. 

This course is required to prepare students for academic 

mathematics courses at Level 3, calculus and statistics and 

modelling. A scientific calculator is essential. Path ways Level 3 Maths, university entrance, 

polytechnic entrance, vocational 

training. 

Additional Costs 
$15 homework book 

Out of Class Activities 

None 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

Science - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level 1 Science Achievement 

standards 

This course is an extension of the Level 1 course.  Topics 

include biology, chemistry, physics, geology and astronomy.  

A practical investigation in at least one of the topics will be 

carried out. 
Path ways Leads to Level 3 Science or Level 2 

courses in Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics 

Additional Costs 

No 
Out of Class Activities 

None 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

Physics - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level  1 Physics Achievement 

Standard 

This course covers nuclear physics, light, electricity, 

magnetism, and mechanics (forces, velocity, acceleration, 

momentum and energy) and generally how the world works in 

a physical sense.  
Path ways Physics is required for many tertiary 

courses, eg architecture, physiotherapy, 

medicine. 

 

Additional Costs 

No 
Out of Class Activities 

None 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Biology - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level 1 Biology Achievement Standard This course covers four broad areas - ecology, cell biology, 

plant and animal studies and genetics and evolution. 

Path ways Level 3 Biology, university entrance, 

polytechnic entrance, vocational 

training. 

Additional Costs 

$10.00 
Out of Class Activities 

Two one day Field Trips 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

  



 

Chemistry - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level 1 Chemistry Achievement 

Standard 

An introduction to basic chemical principles by studying the 

reactions involved with solutions, acids and bases and organic 

substances. 
Path ways Level 3 Chemistry, university entrance.  

Needed for careers such as 

engineering, medicine and health 

sciences. 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Outdoor Education - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended  

entry  requirement 

Commitment to take a full part in this 

course.  Students must provide a 

working mountain bike 

Students develop personal activity skills and gain greater 

outdoor awareness and experience. Opportunities for industry 

awareness and leadership in the outdoors. Activities may 

include Mt Biking, sailing, tramping, bush craft, orienteering, 

navigation, environmental education, snorkling and rock 

climbing. 

Path ways Outdoor and recreation industries and 

environmental studies 

Additional Costs 

$80, plus trip 

expenses 

Out of Class Activities 

Frequent ½ day trips, up to one 5 day 

trip  

Assessment 

 Internal: yes 

 

External: no 

 

 

Visual Arts: Painting - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level One, minimum 12 Credits 

Commitment to complete at least two 

Achievement Standards 

Students will complete two internal units in 

printmaking/photography and painting, then elect one field for 

the external standard. 

Path ways University Study 

Industry Training Opportunities 

Additional Costs 

Transport 
Out of Class Activities 

Visiting Galleries and Museums 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes  

 

External:  Yes 

 

 

Visual Arts: Photography - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level One, minimum 12 Credits 

(or teacher approval, based on prior 

knowledge of student ability) 

Commitment to complete at least two 

Achievement Standards 

Introduction to black and white photography including camera 

use, film processing, darkroom skills and research into 

established photographic practice using SLR and digital 

cameras. Students own camera will be an advantaged as a 

limited number of loan cameras are available. 

Photoshop tuition opportunities avilable. Path ways University Entrance 

Industry Training Opportunities 

Additional Costs 

Transport, 

Paper, Ink, Film 

Out of Class Activities 

Gallery and Museum visits  
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes  

 

External:  Yes 

 

 

Hospitality - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in food preparation and 

presentation 

Students will develop skills and knowledge in food 

preparation, food presentation, safe food handling, food 

service and the hospitality industry.  
Path ways Level 1 - 2 study 

Career in the Hospitality Industry 

 

Additional Costs 

Materials 
Out of Class Activities 

Field trips when appropriate 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: No 

 



 

Technology - Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in design and making 

products 

This course covers both hard and soft materials. 

Students will design and make  innovative products that meet 

real needs. They will develop skills and knowledge by 

working with a variety of materials, equipment and processes. 
Path ways Level 1 ï 3 study 

Careers in range of Trades and 

Industries. 

Additional Costs 

Materials 
Out of Class Activities 

Field trips when appropriate 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Graphics - Level 1-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in design. During this course students will develop skills and knowledge 

of freehand sketching, orthographic drawing, pictorial 

drawing, model making in response to media, architectural, 

environmental and technological design briefs. 

 

Path ways Level 1 ï 3 study, Tertiary Study and 

Careers in Design 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Information Management Level 1-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in computers and their uses Information management is a course that covers a broad range 

of computing and basic business administration skills. Use of 

core computer applications, software packages, hardware, 

problem solving and design for publication. 
Path ways Level  1- 3 study 

Most career paths necessitate training 

in the use of computers. 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  Yes 

 

 

 



  

Level Three 
NCEA 



English - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Merits at Level two external exams This course is an academic course which involves in-depth 

analysis of a variety of texts. Students need to be strong essay 

writers and have good critical thinking skills to achieve at this 

Level.  
Path ways  Anyone seriously thinking of attending 

university.  

Additional Costs 
$20 book & revision cards 

Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Statistics and Modelling - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

14 credits in Level 2 including merit in 

algebra and probability. 

This academic course is predominantly statistics based but 

also includes algebraic modelling. It is recommended for 

many university courses including health and social sciences. 

A scientific calculator is essential. 
Path ways University entrance, polytechnic 

entrance, vocational training. 

 

Additional Costs 
$18 homework book 

Out of Class Activities 

None 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Calculus - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

14 credits in Level 2 including merit in 

algebra and calculus. 

An academic course which is recommended for many 

university courses in science, commerce and engineering. 

Content includes differential and integral calculus, complex 

numbers, trigonometry and conic sections. A scientific 

calculator is essential. 

Path ways University entrance, polytechnic 

entrance, vocational training. 

 

Additional Costs 
$18 homework book 

Out of Class Activities 

None 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Science - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level 2 Science This course enables you to study genetics, chemistry, 

biotechnology, astronomy, geology and physics. A practical 

investigation and research topic are carried out.  
Path ways Leads to careers needing science. 

University entrance, polytechnic 

entrance, vocational training. 

 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Physics - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level 2 Physics Achievement 

Standards  

A one year course studying nuclear physics, light, motion, 

electricity, waves.   

Path ways Careers in engineering, medicine, 

architecture, design, aviation and 

computing. 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  Yes 

 

  



Biology - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level 2 Biology Achievement 

Standards 

This course covers plant responses and animal behaviour, a 

detailed research project on one animal or plant, genetics and 

evolution, primate and human evolution and biotechnology. 
Path ways Leads to careers in medicine & health, 

ecology, veterinary  & agricultural 

sciences and biotechnology. 

 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Chemistry ï Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level 2 Chemistry Achievement 

Standards 

Level 3 Chemistry builds on the concepts learned in Level 2. 

An extended practical investigation is carried out.  

Path ways Needed for careers such as 

engineering, medicine and health 

sciences. 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Physical Education - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended  

entry  requirement 

 

Positive Levels of participation in sport 

and physical activity, success within 

Level 1 PE or a knowledge of anatomy 

and sports science  

Covers practical and theoretical components of physical 

activity.  Practicals may include badminton, ultimate, 

duathlon, running and a range of selcted sports and activities. 

Theory topics include principles and methods of training 

applied within sport, getting junior kids active, issues in sport 

and developing and assessment of skills in relation to national 

standards. 

Path ways Senior physical and outdoor education, 

university entrance and industry 

training opportunities.  

Additional Costs 

Nil 
Out of Class Activities 

Use of local facilities and resources 
Assessment 

 Internal: yes 

 

External: no 

 

 

Painting - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level Two: at least 12 Credits 

Commitment to complete at least two 

Achievement Standards 

Based on External folios Level two, students get a chance to 

continue their development within Painting. 

Course will focus on 14 external credits for folio submission. 

Research and drawing units will complement folio study. Path ways University Entrance 

Industry Training Opportunities 

Additional Costs 

Photography: Paper, 

film, Ink 

Out of Class Activities 

Museum Visits and Galleries 

Workshops 

Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  Yes 

 

 

Photography - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level Two: at least 12 Credits 

Commitment to complete at least two 

Achievement Standards 

Based on External folios Level two, students get a chance to 

continue their development within Photography. 

Course will focus on 14 external credits for folio submission. 

Research and drawing units will complement folio study. Path ways University Entrance 

Industry Training Opportunities 

Additional Costs 

Photography: Paper, 

film, Ink 

Out of Class Activities 

Museum Visits and Galleries 

Workshops 

Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  Yes 

 

 



 

Technology - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in design and making 

products 

This course covers both hard and soft materials. 

Students will design and make  innovative products that meet 

real needs. They will develop skills and knowledge by 

working with a variety of materials, equipment and processes. 
Path ways Level 1 ï 3 study. Careers in range of 

Trades and Industries. 

Additional Costs 

Materials 
Out of Class Activities 

Field trips when appropriate 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Graphics - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Level 2 graphics During this course students will develop skills and knowledge 

of freehand sketching, orthographic drawing, pictorial 

drawing, model making in response to media, architectural, 

environmental and technological design briefs. 
Path ways Level 1 ï 3 study, Tertiary Study 

Careers in Design 

 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: Yes 

 

 

Information Management - Level 3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in computers and their uses Information management is a course that covers a broad range 

of computing and basic business administration skills. Use of 

core computer applications, software packages, hardware, 

problem solving and design for publication. 
Path ways Level  1- 3 study 

Most career paths necessitate training 

in the use of computers. 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  Yes 

 

  



 

  

Alternative Education 
NCEA Level 1-3 



 

Building ï Level 2-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in the construction industry Students will work through the BCITO apprenticeship scheme 

earning Unit Standards towards a building apprenticeship. The 

course will cover all aspects of building including safety, hand 

and power tools.  
Path ways Level 2 ï 4 study 

Building Apprenticeship 

 

Additional Costs 

 
Out of Class Activities 

Work site training 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  

 

 

Forestry ï Level 2-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Hardworking and enjoyment of  the 

outdoors 

Practical application of skills and unit standards around 

planting, pruning and selecting plantation trees with 

associated safe use and care of chainsaws.  

Units are offered through Telford Rural Polytechnic. 
Path ways Employment in the forestry industries 

and other practical applications 

 

Additional Costs 

No 
Out of Class Activities 

Frequent day trips 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External:  

 

 

Equine ï e Learning ï Level 2-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

A strong interest and association with 

horses 

15 modules of work involving horse health, care preparation 

for show, riding and health and safety. Also aspects of 

paddock maintenance, stables and saddle care and 

identification of plants harmful to horses. 
Path ways Equine certificates at Level 3 & 4 and 

careers in the equine industry 

 

Additional Costs 

Nil 
Out of Class Activities 

Nil 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: No 

 

 

PORSE (Early Childhood programme)-Level 2-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

An interest in working with young 

children and playcentre 

20 modules of work involving a range of units focused around 

interacting with young children, developing understanding of 

developmental stages and needs and regulation requirements 

with the early childhood sector. 
Path ways Careers in early childhood education 

and childcare sector 

 

Additional Costs 

Nil 
Out of Class Activities 

On site visits 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: No 

 

 

Tourism and Travel ï Level 2 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Nil 10 modules of work focused around geography, history, 

knowledge of destinations, business practices, communication 

skills and career progression. 
Path ways Careers in the travel and tourism 

industry 

Additional Costs 

Nil 
Out of Class Activities 

Nil 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: No 

 

  



Gateway ï Level 2-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

A interest in the chosen career path Gateway offers students structured workplace placements 

across varied industries and businesses.  Students pursue 

individual learning programmes, which allow them to gain 

new skills and knowledge in a workplace. Students are 

assessed in the workplace against industrial standards which 

also contribute to the NCEA. 

Path ways Pathway into vocational employment 

opportunities 

 

Additional Costs 

Nil 
Out of Class Activities 

On site workplace placements 
Assessment 

 Internal: Yes 

 

External: No 

 

 

Correspondence - Level 1-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Specific to Level and subject 

choice 

Course selection is done through consultation with the senior dean 

and management. It is important that students who wish to pursue 

correspondence display appropriate self-discipline and management 

skills including good Year 10 results. Courses cover a large range of 

subjects not offered at school e.g., Accounting, Economics, 

Languages, Te Reo Maori, Home and Life Science, Horticulture and 

Music. 

Path ways A range of academic and career 

pathways specific to subject 

choice 

 

Additional Costs 

No 
Out of Class Activities 

Generally no 
Assessment 

A range of internal and externals specific to the subject 

 

 

On-Line Learning - Level 1-3 Overview 
Recommended 

entry requirement 

Specific to Level and subject 

choice 

Students engage in self managed and videoconferencing facilitated 

learning.  Additional support is provided via email and online groups.  

On-line classes are small and could include students from 3 to 4 other 

schools who will be encouraged to be in contact with each other.  

Setting up these courses is a major commitment and students are 

expected to complete the course. On-line learning covers a broad 

range of subject choices. 

Path ways A range of academic and career 

pathways specific to subject 

choice 

 

 

 

Additional Costs 

No 
Out of Class Activities 

Generally no 
Assessment 

A range of internal and externals specific to the subject 

 

 


